Advent Greetings Dear Brothers and Sisters,

While our family has enjoyed so many blessings since being called here to New
Sharon, the gift of hearing your stories has been the cherry on top of the whipped
cream on top of the chocolate syrup on top of the ice cream on top of the fudge
brownie...well you get the idea. It is so easy to get caught up in the “what should
we do now” perspective that we sometimes feel embarrassed to spend time
reflecting upon where we've been. The power of a story is that it builds a

j foundation for taking the next step. Without sure footing our next step may be

g unsure, desperate, or hon-existent.

There is a brief passage in 1 Samuel describing one of these next step moments. Jonathon
(the King’s son) and his armor bearer set off on a two-man mission against a philistine outpost.
The terrain is rough, rocky, and high. Despite the obstacles and a decided numerical
disadvantage Jonathan and his friend agree that God would support them, “for nothing can
hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few.” This of course is the story of God at work in
the history of Israel. Because Jonathon knew the story, he was willing to crawl on hands and
feet up a cliff to engage his taunting enemy. God did deliver victory to Jonathon and the
philistines were routed. (1 Samuel 14:1-15)

Advent is the beginning of the church year. We begin the year by looking forward to Jesus’
return, or second coming which marks the completeness of the restoration of God’s kingdom by
restoring us into the peace of pure relationship with God. However none of that makes much
sense if we don’'t know our story. So immediately following advent we celebrate Christmas,
remembering God’s breaking in to our world in the infant Jesus. The challenge we face is that
Jesus’ birth is not the beginning of the story. In fact, if we begin there we miss the foundational
story that makes Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection the single most important part of our life
stories.

Therefore, | invite you to share with me a series of three sermons in Advent entitled “Beginning
at the Beginning” which will remind us that where you begin and end the story determines what
the story is. November 29 is the first Sunday in Advent and in preparation for this series | invite
you to read Genesis chapters 1 and 2, and Revelation Chapters 21 and 22. Please be in prayer
for me as | prepare these messages.

| believe that our advent celebration, children’s program (December 19), and cantata
(December 20) will lead us into a wonderful Christmas Eve Candlelight Service.

As many of you know Christmas Eve is the most visited worship service of the church year.
Persons who are not regular participants in a church family are drawn to the tradition and hope
offered in this special celebration. Please plan to join us at 5pm that night and feel especially
empowered to invite your friends and neighbors.

May you share God’s blessing with the world as a follower of Jesus Christ.

Peace,
Pastor Jeff



Worship Notes

Where have all the Flowers
Gone

You've probably heard the old

saying, ‘But we've always done it

this way?’ Or perhaps you've

even said it yourself. | have. After

all, isn’t that what tradition is all about?

On the other hand, there is something to be said
about doing things differently. We perk up —ask
guestions — pay attention — maybe even fuss, a

bit.

Following tradition and being different don’t have
to oppose each other, however. They can be
partners. Look around New Sharon this Advent
and you'll see examples.

We will give honor and remember our special
loved ones by donating to the “P” fund — which
this year is the parsonage fund, instead of the
poinsettia fund. [Notice how Roger Smith smiles
when looking over the sanctuary. He doesn’t
have to water and clean up dead leaves.]

Certain aspects of the “Hanging of the Greens”
service will be included in the Sunday morning
Advent Worship Services: the tree and
evergreens on the first Sunday, Chrismons on the
second, candles and lights during the third, and
the star on the fourth.

You might still wonder, “When are we going to
sing Christmas Carols?” The Christmas season,
according to the church’s calendar, doesn’t
actually begin until Christmas Eve. We will mark
this beginning at New Sharon by gathering on
Christmas Eve at 5:00 p.m. to sing carols, hear
the Christmas story, light candles, and share in
Holy Communion.

| invite you to add something different to your
Christmas traditions — worship with New Sharon
on Christmas Eve — even if you have to change
something you've always done.

Make Haste and Come!

New Sharon'’s first
Christmas Puppet
Show.

On the Scene —
The Greatest
Story Ever
Saturday,
December 19, 4:30
p.m.

And it came to
pass, as the angels
were gone away
from them into
heaven, The
shepherds said one to another, let us now go
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is
come to pass, which the Lord hath made known
unto us. And they came with haste, and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a
manger. (Luke 2:15-16)

Elizabeth Roberts felt led to do something
different this season. Instead of the children
performing a Christmas Play for us, she decided
to provide a puppet show for the children.
Elizabeth searched for just the right skit and
recruited the “craftiest person [she] knows”, i.e.
Judi Franklin, to help make the hand puppets.
Bonnie Scott will narrate, the New Sharon Youth
will ‘be’ the puppets, and “Twitchy and the Tarts”
will provide music. It just so happens that Sara
Morrissey is learning to be a professional
puppeteer. Although she is away at college, she
has been a great consultant.

Make haste and come! Make it known to all your
friends and family. Bring your favorite Christmas
finger food to share afterwards and gifts for our
adopted family.




Christmas from the Backside

2009 New Sharon Choir Cantata

A couple of months ago, Sally and | were
reviewing music to determine what the choir
would sing for this year’s Christmas Cantata.
Cantatas are promoted by choral music
publishers with promises such as: “...easily
accessible to smaller choirs...” “The perfect way
to celebrate the simplicity of Christmas!” “Easy to
prepare...” You get the idea. But, | wasn't
inspired by any of them. It just so happened, that
| was reading a book by Ellsworth Kallas called
“Christmas from the Backside,” and was inspired
by Kallas’ messages. So, | convinced the choir
that we could select anthems based on the
chapters of the book, and recruited Rob Ferry to
write the narration.

We invite you to worship with us on Sunday,
December 20, at 11:00 a.m. worship. You might
find this outline of the program and prayers useful
for your personal devotion during Advent. —
Susan G-Jones

P.S. Bring a bell to ring!

1. The Scandal of Christmas — Genesis 3:1-10;
“Christmas Gift”

The need for Christmas can be traced to the
disobedient behavior of the first humans. During
Advent the color purple or blue is used to
symbolize repentance. We celebrate our Lord's
coming by reminding ourselves of our great need
for a Savior.

PRAYER: Dear God, thank you for the gift of
Christmas, which reminds us of your love for the
entire human race. Help us be close to you and
far from sin, and always mindful of your
forgiveness. Amen

2. Christmas comes to a back fence — Luke
1:39-45; “A Baby Changes Everything”

Christmas came -- and comes today -- to the
world of the commonplace. "Christmas comes at
an intersection between that which is sublimely
holy and that which is utterly common.” Luke tells
us about two women: Elizabeth, who is expecting
John the Baptist and Mary, who will give birth to
the Son of God . . . talking in the kitchen.

PRAYER: Dear God, thank you for the common
places of life and how Christmas comes even
there -- and especially there. Help us open our
eyes that we may see Christmas throughout the
year and prepare for it in our hearts. In Jesus'
name, Amen.

3. Three votes for an early Christmas — Isaiah
9:2-7; Micah 5:2-5a, Job 9:25-33; “Advent
Canticle”

Long ago, Isaiah, Micah, and Job offered a
preview of Christmas to come: Isaiah's hope for
the nations walking in darkness; Micah — from
You, O Bethlehem shall come forth for Me a ruler;
Job's deep want of a special mediator who
understood God and man.

PRAYER: Dear God, thank you for people like
Isaiah, Micah, and Job, who saw the need for and
believed in the coming of Christ, even when they
could not put a name to their longing. Help us not
to lose the true meaning of Christmas, but to
prepare for the coming of Jesus into the world
and into our lives. Amen.

4. Celebrating Christmas in a hotel — Luke 2:1-7;
“Will You Make Room?”

Read the story of the birth of Jesus, and ask
yourself if you are making room for Christ today.
PRAYER: Dear God, thank you for being close to
us when we are far from home. We always need
you, and we thank you for surrounding us with
your presence and love. Help us rid our lives of
some of the clutter in order to make more room
for you. Amen.

Thou didst leave Thy throne

Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy kingly
crown

When Thou camest to earth for me;

But in Bethlehem’s home was there found no
room

For thy holy nativity.

O come to my heart, Lord Jesus,

There is room in my heart for Thee



5. How the Government Helped the First
Christmas Happen — Luke 2:1-7; Matthew 2:1-
8; “Born in Bethlehem”

Look at the relationship between government and
Christianity — beginning with the first Christmas —
Emperor Augustus, was an unwitting aid in
making Christmas happen; Herod's aim was to
prevent it. How is Christmas in the American
public life today influenced by political decisions?
PRAYER: Dear God, thank you for ruling our
world with justice, mercy, and love. Help us open
our hearts so that we may better serve you and
others. Remind us of the true meaning of
Christmas, that we may be moved to celebrate
your presence each day of the year. Amen.

6. Christmas Comes to a Church — Luke 2:22-
32; “Waiting for a King”

Do you remember the story of Anna and Simeon,
who welcomed Jesus at the Temple? "Christmas
came to Anna and Simeon - they're the very
people who would be waiting for God to come
into the world in a new, beautiful, unexpected,
and redemptive way. God is found by those who
seek him."

PRAYER: Dear God, thank you for the birth of
your son, Jesus. Thank you for the gift of
salvation, peace, and love he brings to the world
through your grace. Thank you for opening our
eyes to new truths, so that we may become more
effective Christians and walk closer with you, not
only in the Christmas season, but every day of
the year. In Jesus' name, Amen.

7. Ring your bells and tell everyone,

“Christmastime is HERE!”

PRAYER: Dear God, thank you for seeking us
out as we seek to be closer to you. Be with us on
our journeys and help us carry your love with us.
Amen.

Calendar

Sunday, Dec. 13
Donation to “P” fund due
— forms and envelope at back of church
Saturday, Dec. 19, 4:30 p.m.
On the Scene — The Greatest Story Ever,
BRING Christmas finger foods to share
and gifts for ‘Adopt A Family’
Sunday, Dec. 20, 11:00 a.m.
BRING bell to ring!
Christmas From the Backside, Choir
Cantata, join the choir for potluck lunch
Thursday, Dec. 24, 5:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candle Light Service

TeaSing

“Warm up your face!”
“Stretch your tongue!”
“Take a deep and
complete breath...”
“Repeat and exhale on a
hiss!” “Drop your jaw.”
... Now SING!
These are examples of
the many tips and
techniques that vocal instructor, Catherine
Alderman, shared with the sopranos and altos on
November 21 at the choir’s first TeaSing. From
warm ups to working on our overall sound — we
now have a treasury of instructions to remember
and practice. After our vocal workout, we relaxed
with a cup of tea and treats. Great fellowship!



The Choir's PULSE

Keeping an eye on the choir’s pulse as we prepare for worship each week:

Pray — Rejoice always, pray without ceasing , in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus for you. (1 Thes. 5:16-18, NKJ)

Understand — God looks down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there are any
who understand, who seek after God. (Psalm 53:2, NKJ)

Learn — Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs. . . (Colossians 3:16a)

Sing! — . . .singing with grace in your hearts  to the Lord. And whatever you do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
Him. (Colossians 3:16b-17, NKJ)

Encourage — . . .that their hearts may be encouraged , being knit together in love, and attaining
to all riches of the full assurance of understanding, to the knowledge of the
mystery of God, both of the Father and[a] of Christ, 3 in whom are hidden all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge. (Colossians 2:2-3, NKJ)

New Sharon loves and appreciates its choir!! All are welcome to join. See Susan Jones
or Sally Smith.

This year’s Progressive Dinner is next Saturday, December 12". This has been a long-
standing tradition within our youth group at this time of year. This year we will begin at
the church at 5 pm. From there we will head to the home of Kathy and Rob Ferry for
appetizers, travel to the home of Suzanne and Marty Johnson for the main dish, then
return to the parsonage where Kristy and Jeff Nash have volunteered to host us for
dessert and the dirty Santa gift exchange which will conclude between 9 and 10 pm. If
you wish to participate in the gift exchange, please bring along a gift of no more than
$15. | hope you can join us and feel free to invite a friend. We always have a great time
of fun, food and fellowship together.

Contact Tony Willms for more information.



I have worked with Duke electrophysiology since June 2000. | see
patients with pacemakers, implantable defibrillators and irregular
heart rhythms such as atrial fibrillation, ventricular tachycardia and
sudden cardiac death. Many of my patients | see as often as every
three months--needless to say, | get very close to them.

One of my patients, Serena, first came to me as a 31-year-old mother of three who was
diagnosed with post-partum cardiomyopathy and needed to have a defibrillator
implanted while she was awaiting a heart transplant. Her echocardiogram showed her
heart function to be about 15%, normal is >55%. She was given this horrible diagnosis
when she was 24 weeks pregnant. She went on to deliver a healthy baby and did well
herself for several months. Then she suddenly became extremely fatigued with any
activity and severely short of breath. Our doctors implanted her defibrillator in 2005 and
she did very well once she was on the correct medications. | saw her routinely every
three months and she never had any shocks or dangerous heart rhythms.

Unfortunately, when she received her device in 2005 she also received a faulty cardiac
lead wire attached to the device. This lead was found to occasionally break for no
reason causing the defibrillator to shock the patient unnecessarily--sometimes several
shocks consecutively. This is what happened to Serena. She woke one night at 2 am
and was shocked two times. She came to see me the next day in clinic and | turned off
the device. She was traumatized and refused to have the lead re-implanted.

| recently traveled to Minneapolis, MN with her and presented her case to a room full of
engineers at the company that manufactured her device. They wanted to know what
they could do to reassure her that their company had corrected the lead problem and
that this would not happen to her again in the future. After | did my talk, Serena got up
to address these engineers. She began by telling them why she received the device and
how she was in such terrible heart failure that she was just waiting to receive a new
heart or die. She then went on to tell them her miracle--I do not think she even realized
a miracle had happened to her.

She and her husband recently moved to Washington DC. One month after the
move, her husband told her he could not live with her health problems any longer and
wanted a divorce. She was stunned. She began to walk her dog daily as this was her
time to contemplate life and her problems. One day as she was walking she felt as
though she needed to run. This is a woman that could barely walk and that day she ran
a one-half mile without stopping. That was in September and today she is running one
mile daily. She has transferred her care to Johns Hopkins hospital and was seen there
just last month. Her doctor had an echocardiogram repeated when he saw her and
immediately came into her room and told her he wanted to repeat the echocardiogram
again and he wanted to do it himself. After he was done he looked at her and said your
heart is back to normal--she no longer had any heart failure, her heart function was back
to normal and she no longer need a heart transplant. He went on to tell her she no
longer needed to worry about having the defibrillator re-implanted. She is a happy
young woman and now has plans to run a half marathon in the next few years.



An engineer in the audience asked her if she was a religious person--her response was,
"I never thought | was but now | know I am." | was sitting in the audience beside
Serena's oldest daughter--during her talk we laughed, we cried and we applauded this
brave young woman. We all realized God had truly showed us a miracle.

~Submitted by Kathy Brink, an RN, BSN at Duke
Medical Center’s Division of Adult
Electrophysiology Heart Center

New Sharon United Methodist Women invite all
to join them in their annual Christmas Dinner
evening on December 1%at 6 pm.

Avon Walk for Breast Cancer

Our daughter, Erin, walked in the Avon Walk for Breast Cancer in
Charlotte on October 24, 2009, in memory of her Aunt Carolyn Webster
and her Grandma Overaker. Phyllis and | attended the opening
ceremony at 6:30 a.m. and heard the inspiring and motivating words of
breast cancer survivors as well as their family members.

It was a cool, windy and rainy day but all 1,100 walkers had smiles on
their faces as they started on the 39-mile, two-day event that took them
through downtown and south Charlotte.

Phyllis and | drove to the designated rest areas / cheering stations and cheered and encouraged
Erin and her friend, Lauren, as they walked by. We were joined mid-day by other family members
as they continued their walk. The wet weather, causing blisters (even after changing socks 3 or
more times) as well as pulled muscles, took its toll on Erin and Lauren after 15 miles. They were
able to complete the half-marathon portion of the walk.

Raising money for this cause is the main focus but walking is a symbol of how cancer survivors
have to face every day with cancer, rain or shine. Erin raised over $2500 and the total amount
raised for the Charlotte walk was $2.3 million. Many thanks to the Circles and the UMW Unit of
New Sharon for sponsoring Erin this year.

Jerry and Sarah Overaker



Thank You New Sharon

Dear New Sharon UMC family,

Thank you for your many acts of friendship and kindness to our mom. You provided so

much encouragement to her when she lived in the New Sharon community, when she moved

to White Cross, and when she lived at Carillon and Brookshire. Thank you for your visits, calls,
and cards to her, for "walking her across the road", for providing transportation so she could
participate in church and community social events--she could not have lived alone as long as she
did without you. Mom loved her church family and had a twinkle in her eye each time she
mentioned to us one of your kind deeds. Thank you for your prayers and acts of sympathy to our
family in her death.

Family of Martha Walker
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Pastor Jeff Nash's First Wedding at New Sharon | 8é@t 5 2009

William D. Brink and Lindsey Pope were married at New Sharon UMC
Billy is the son of Kathy and Steve Brink
Lindsey Pope is the daughter of Doug and Terri Pope of Cedar Grove

Best men were Bob and Ben Brink, brothers of the groom
Maid of Honor Meghan Pope and Groomsman was Zack Pope, sister and brother of the
bride

Pianist was Sallymarie Smith
Vocalist -Brenda Smith
Guitarist -Chris Atkins

Reception was held at the Cedar grove Ruritan Club
The couple honeymooned in Costa Rica
They reside in Wilmington NC where Lindsey is employed as an assistant manager at
Abercrombie and Billy works as a CPA at McGladrey-Pullen



New Sharon Welcomes a New Member: Louise Martin

Louise’s remarks to our church made such an impact, she was asked to submit it to the
newsletter so we could all enjoy it again and remember why we belong to New Sharon
UMC.

Sunday, November 15, 2009

The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 8:28
We know that all things work together for good to those who love Gob.

Oswald Chambers said:
God brings you to places, among people and into certain conditions to accomplish a
definite purpose through the intercession of the Spirit in you.

On November 17, 2008 | stumbled into this church. | was recovering from double
pneumonia, a broken heart and | had overwhelming problems with my little house. In
the middle of the service, | had an uncontrollable coughing fit. Someone directed me
downstairs to the kitchen where Mark Willms gave me a drink of water.

The following week several men, including Carl, arrived to paint four rooms in my house.
Elva Lee [Corr] drove up in a large pick-up truck. She kept me outside away from the
paint fumes, where we picked up a huge amount of trash and tossing it into the pickup
truck. Elva Lee assured me that Bill [Corr] would take it to the dump. Next, she took me
home with her where Bill prepared our lunch.

My heartfelt thanks to the women and men from this church. You have helped put
together a comfortable home for me and my watch dog. Special thanks to Cathy and
Warren Miller! During the past year I've laughed and cried with you. We've said
goodbye-for-now to several loved ones. I've watched with admiration while men and
women of the church persevered as they re-built a beautiful parsonage to welcome Jeff,
Kristy and their lovely girls into our midst.

Finally, I'd like to thank Macon Ollis for hiring me to work in his kitchen...Do | get a raise
now that I'm a member???

And “No” Sue and Lola—you don't have to prepare finger foods for me!

~Louise Martin



Caring Hearts Update

The Caring Hearts Circle has continued to meet regularly throughout the summer. We fixed
supper for Vacation Bible School one night and also keep working with Cameron Park
Elementary School by providing supplies for the students. We also wrapped boxes for OCIM to
use for their Christmas boxes, as well as supplying a few of their requests.

Also the annual “Senior Luncheon” was held in October. We had a really good group and
delicious lunch. Our entertainment was provided by Tommy Leonard, a former Orange High
School teacher. If you haven't heard his stories, you have missed a treat. Thanks to the ladies
for their time and talents in preparing this for us.

~Submitted by Faye Wheeley

In case you haven'’t noticed, our van group has been “on hiatus” for a few months. We
had hoped to get back on the road in December and it looks like we will. Plans for
December 15" are to go to Selma to the Rudy Theatre. | hope to get this done very
soon. Pastor Jeff will be our driver. Let's make welcome by signing up to go with us on
many trips.

~Faye Wheeley

Carol Gerbracht —copying

Faye Cleaton —children’s page and mailing

Pat Sanes —calendar, birthdays and anniversaries
Suzanne Johnson —editor and layout

Please contact Suzanne Johnson with suggestions, corrections and news at:
Mjohnson9866@nc.rr.com

April/May Newsletter items due March 29
June/July/August Newsletter items due May 24
September/October Newsletter items due August 23
November/December/January Newsletter due October 25




Who's Who at New Sharon

It takes many helpers to keep a church running smoothly, even a church as small
as New Sharon. Below is a list of members who are currently holding offices in
2009. Please feel free to share your suggestions or questions with the

appropriate people:

Committee

Chairperson

Administrative Council

Thomas Gates
Asst. Chair: Tim Smith

Lay Leadership Nominating Committee Jeff Nash

Lay Leader Rob Ferry

Recording Secretary Cindy Whitlow

Finance and Stewardship Kyle Ollis

Church Treasurer Pat Gates, Tony Oakley

Financial Secretary Sue Walker

Staff/Parish Relations Marty Johnson

Board of Trustees Eric Vosburg

Education Elizabeth Roberts

Higher Education Pam Oakley

Age-level coordinators Susan Willms, Tony Willms, Faye
Wheeley

Evangelism Lisa Bachman

Worship Roger Smith

Parsonage Billy Rogers

Cemetary Richard Roberts/Brenda Blalock

Missions/Native American Ministry

Catherine Miller

Church and Society

Suzanne Johnson

Church Historian

Dupree Smith

Disaster Preparedness

Thomas Gates

Ten Dollar Club Kyle Ollis
President UMW Susan Willms
President UMM Mark Walker

President MYF

Sara Johnson

(919)732-5144

Rev. Jeff Nash, Minister




